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SpawGlass completes Austin’s first Patagonia store

Austin, Texas – SpawGlass recently completed the first Patagonia retail store in Austin (and 
Texas) on schedule for the store’s grand opening celebration slated for Saturday, November 
15.  The project involved 6,700 square feet of tenant finish-out for the retailer, which provides 
high-quality clothing and gear for outdoor enthusiasts.  The store is located at 316 Congress 
Avenue, so construction activities were carefully planned to minimize the impact on downtown 
pedestrians and traffic.

SpawGlass and Patagonia share a commitment to environmental responsibility so the project 
involved “green building” practices, including the use of recycled and renewable materials and 
procedures to enhance sustainability.  All wood was made of 100 percent recycled fiber, the 
drywall was formed from recycled gypsum content, most of the flooring is stained concrete, and 
existing windows and doors were restored and reused in the 100-year-old limestone building.  
Indoor air quality is enhanced with the use of formaldehyde-free millwork and insulation and low 
VOC finishes and paints.  Lighting fixtures feature energy-reducing strategies.  Approximately 
85 percent of the construction waste was recycled. The project is being considered for a three-
star Austin Energy Green Building Rating, indicating Patagonia and SpawGlass went beyond 
the city’s one-star green building requirements for downtown projects.

“We are pleased to welcome Patagonia to Austin and proud of our team’s success in getting 
their store open on time,” stated Patrick Williams, SpawGlass vice president/Austin regional 
manager.  “Together we built a beautiful and environmentally-friendly retail facility that will 
enhance the downtown community.”

SpawGlass, a Texas-based general contractor, construction manager and design/builder, was 
founded in 1953 by Louis Spaw and Frank Glass with a commitment to client satisfaction and 
service.  Today the company has more than 500 employees statewide and is 100 percent 
employee owned, with ownership available to all employees.  Operating in the Austin area since 
1978, SpawGlass has regional offices in Austin, San Antonio, Houston and Harlingen.
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SpawGlass selected to build UT Liberal Arts Building

Austin, Texas – SpawGlass has been selected as the construction manager-at-risk for the 
new Phase II-Liberal Arts Building now being planned for the University of Texas at Austin 
campus.

The new building, initially estimated to be about 200,000 square feet, will be constructed near 
the East Mall, north of Gregory Gym and adjacent to the new Student Activity Center for which 
SpawGlass also is serving as construction manager-at-risk.  The Liberal Arts Building will house 
classrooms, labs and office space for the College of Liberal Arts.  The project, which also includes 
the demolition of the Russell A. Steindam Hall and the Rifle Range, has a construction budget 
of approximately $65 million.  Like the Student Activity Center, the new Phase II-Liberal Arts 
Building will be LEED certified and will participate in Landmarks, the Public Art Program of the 
University of Texas at Austin.

SpawGlass already participated in programming for the building as part of the preconstruction 
services for the Student Activity Center, which also will include facilities for the College of Liberal 
Arts.  Construction of the Liberal Arts Building currently is scheduled to begin in November 
2009, with completion scheduled for April 2012.

Previously, SpawGlass worked with the College of Liberal Arts and the University of Texas during 
the renovation of the Benedict, Mezes, and Batts buildings.  The project was completed in two 
phases over nearly four years on the South Mall of the UT Austin campus.

“We are pleased to be working again with the College of Liberal Arts and the University of 
Texas on this important project” said Patrick Williams, SpawGlass vice president/Austin regional 
manager.  “Our teams already are working closely together to coordinate the Student Activity 
Center and Phase II-Liberal Arts Building projects to ensure success for both.”

SpawGlass, a Texas-based general contractor, construction manager and design/builder, was 
founded in 1953 by Louis Spaw and Frank Glass with a commitment to client satisfaction and 
service.  Today the company has more than 500 employees statewide and is 100 percent 
employee owned, with ownership available to all employees.  Operating in the Austin area since 
1978, SpawGlass has regional offices in Austin, San Antonio, Houston and Harlingen.
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