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SpawGlass participates in Canstruction to benefit food bank

Austin, Texas – The architectural firm of Graeber, Simmons & Cowan (GS&C), the engineering 
firm of Jaster-Quintanilla (JQ), and the construction firm of SpawGlass formed a true AEC team 
to compete in Canstruction, a charity committed to ending hunger using “one can” as a catalyst 
for change.  The competition challenges industry teams to design and build a structure made 
of canned food.  The Austin event benefited the Capital Area Food Bank.

Weeks of planning and design culminated in the actual competition, held November 8 at 
Barton Creek Square Mall.  The teams had eight hours to complete their structures.  Thanks 
to careful coordination and practice, the SpawGlass, GS&C and JQ team completed its “AEC 
and the Temple of Food” structure in just under six hours.  The structure, built in the shape 
of a Mayan pyramid, represents a well-balanced food pyramid of fruits, vegetables, soups and 
protein, using more than 5,300 cans of food.

The Temple of Food won the award for “Best Use of Labels” but the team was most proud that 
its structure used more cans of food than any of the others.  After remaining on display in the 
mall for one week, the structures will be dismantled and all of the food will be donated to the 
Capital Area Food Bank.  The event will provide more than 14 tons of food for those in need 
in Central Texas.

In addition to SpawGlass, GS&C and JQ, the following companies sponsored the “AEC and the 
Temple of Food” project: H-E-B, Schmidt Electric Company, Goetting & Associates, Combs 
Consulting Group, Dynamic Reprographics, Paul-Koehler-Brown, Energy Engineering Associates, 
Fugro, KST Electric and CAD Supplies Specialty.  Thanks to their generous donations, the team 
will be presenting the Capital Area Food Bank with a check in addition to the cans of food. 

The local Canstruction event was sponsored by AIA Austin, Society for Design Administration, 
KNVA/CW Austin, Barton Creek Square Mall and the Capital Area Food Bank.

SpawGlass, a Texas-based general contractor, construction manager and design/builder, was 
founded in 1953 by Louis Spaw and Frank Glass with a commitment to client satisfaction and 
service.  Today the company has more than 500 employees statewide and is 100 percent 
employee owned, with ownership available to all employees.  Operating in the Austin area since 
1978, SpawGlass has regional offices in Austin, San Antonio, Houston and Harlingen.
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SpawGlass selected to build UT Liberal Arts Building

Austin, Texas – SpawGlass has been selected as the construction manager-at-risk for the 
new Phase II-Liberal Arts Building now being planned for the University of Texas at Austin 
campus.

The new building, initially estimated to be about 200,000 square feet, will be constructed near 
the East Mall, north of Gregory Gym and adjacent to the new Student Activity Center for which 
SpawGlass also is serving as construction manager-at-risk.  The Liberal Arts Building will house 
classrooms, labs and office space for the College of Liberal Arts.  The project, which also includes 
the demolition of the Russell A. Steindam Hall and the Rifle Range, has a construction budget 
of approximately $65 million.  Like the Student Activity Center, the new Phase II-Liberal Arts 
Building will be LEED certified and will participate in Landmarks, the Public Art Program of the 
University of Texas at Austin.

SpawGlass already participated in programming for the building as part of the preconstruction 
services for the Student Activity Center, which also will include facilities for the College of Liberal 
Arts.  Construction of the Liberal Arts Building currently is scheduled to begin in November 
2009, with completion scheduled for April 2012.

Previously, SpawGlass worked with the College of Liberal Arts and the University of Texas during 
the renovation of the Benedict, Mezes, and Batts buildings.  The project was completed in two 
phases over nearly four years on the South Mall of the UT Austin campus.

“We are pleased to be working again with the College of Liberal Arts and the University of 
Texas on this important project” said Patrick Williams, SpawGlass vice president/Austin regional 
manager.  “Our teams already are working closely together to coordinate the Student Activity 
Center and Phase II-Liberal Arts Building projects to ensure success for both.”

SpawGlass, a Texas-based general contractor, construction manager and design/builder, was 
founded in 1953 by Louis Spaw and Frank Glass with a commitment to client satisfaction and 
service.  Today the company has more than 500 employees statewide and is 100 percent 
employee owned, with ownership available to all employees.  Operating in the Austin area since 
1978, SpawGlass has regional offices in Austin, San Antonio, Houston and Harlingen.
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